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Hello and Goodbye
Last year we said goodbye to some long standing members of the school team and Governors wish to thank Mrs Parker and Mrs Newsham for their wonderful service.
We welcome Mr Flack, our new Assistant Headteacher, and Mr Churchill who will now be the Key Stage 2 team. They both bring exciting new ideas and experience and we look forward to watching them lead our learners.
Jen Ibbetson-Revell – Chair of Governors
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Make Do and Mend Project
Just before the summer break, a group of Governors asked the staff what they would change about their classrooms and the school environment if they could. We all love our little school but we all agreed that there were areas that badly needed attention that,  thanks to budgets shrinking, were always slipping down the list of priorities. 
Initially we particularly wanted to tackle the library, aiming to make it a place that children really want to read in but when we asked parents for help the response was so wonderful that we decided to aim higher!
Thanks to everyone that gave up time over 3 days in the holidays (staff and parents) we not only made the library a much nicer place, with comfy reading places, a place for groups to work and the ability to make it into a small theatre but we repainted most of Acorn classroom, created a new cloakroom area, refreshed Wootton classroom entrance (welly boxes pending!), tidied the school hall so there is more space for PE, replastered parts of the cloakroom and many other little bits and pieces.
Of course, once you start a project like this, you realise all of the other things that need doing so we hope that this will be an annual thing and that new parents will become involved too.
The Governors would like to thank everyone that participated. It wouldn’t have been possible without you, you are a fabulous!
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School Website
The Governor section of the website has recently been updated to include everything you might need to know about your Governors, including our Governor Bear, Oakley!
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Welcome to the first Governor newsletter. We hope that regular communication will help everyone in the school community to know what is going on behind the scenes. Hopefully, there will soon be photos of the Governing Board in school so that we will become familiar faces.
What do Governors do?
Sometimes, especially if you are new to school life, it can be confusing to know what our function is. Are we part of the PTA?  Do we do anything useful at all?
School governors provide strategic leadership and accountability in schools. Governors appoint th
e head teacher. 
 It is governors who hold the main responsibility for finance in schools, and it is governors who work with the headteacher to make the tough decisions about balancing resources. 
The role of the governing board is a strategic one, its key functions are to:
set the aims and objectives for the school
set the policies for achieving those aims and objectives
set the targets for achieving those aims and objectives
monitor and evaluate the progress the school is making towards achievement of its aims and objectives
be a source of challenge and support to the headteacher (a critical friend)
So...not as much fun as being part of FOSS, our brilliant PTA, but we are working just as hard to ensure that Selsted is a wonderful place for all our children to be the best they can be. 
At the heart of every decision we make is the key question – ‘what difference will it make to the children’. 
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