	[image: ]
	
	Governor Newsletter 
	February 2025 Issue 2

	
	
	The latest news, views, and announcements 

	
	Wow, what a fantastic first half of the school year it has been and I cannot believe how quickly it has gone. 
There has been so many activities,  here are a few of the highlights. Its been great to see Swingfield class get the opportunity to take part in the weekly wheelchair basketball, Mrs Woodgate has built up a fantastic relationship with the Shepway Trust over the last few years, the children also have their maths lesson there as well, so there is no lost learning time and so much gained from this experience. We have also been exploring the world with Denton’s theme Giant steps where they had Canadian day and Acorns learning about Diwali, the Hindu festival of light. We have had lots of visitors well, PCSO Sutcliffe and PC Brace from the local Kent police. We are always looking for visitors from the community to come and share their experiences, so if you or anyone you know has a skill or a job they would like to share with the children please get in touch… we would love to hear from you. 

Governor news and activities 
Firstly, I would like to announce that Emma Noaks is stepping down from the parent governor role, Emma has been an integral part of the board and I would like to thank her for her hard work and commitment. It has been a pleasure to work alongside Emma and I wish her all the best for the future and I am sure I will bump into her at school. 
So now we have an exciting vacancy for a Parent to join our team, please speak with Angela if you are interested in the role, you would need to be available for our full governing board meetings these are 2 hours each term, normally on a Monday evening between the hours of 17:00-19:00. Also join our learning and development committee which meets 3 times a year, where you will be involved in learning walks around the school and lookt how the curriculum is growing and changing, we also have our SIP teams where you can join in on monitoring how the school improvement plan is developing each year. So if you have 4-5 hours free each month and want to get involved, there is full training and support, please send us a bio about you and why you want to be a parent governor. If there is more than one parent interested we will go out to vote to all the parents In the school community. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 So what else have we been up to? Gaya and Janet helped out with serving Christmas dinner, which is one of our favourite activities to get involved with, I wasn’t able to attend this year, as in November we welcomed our son Jacob into the world, he definitely kept me on my toes and came a little early and has been keeping me busy since!
Ann has been in and spent some time with Mrs King and did SEN monitoring, in October, Ann spent time looking at the SEN policy and the support and offer there is at Selsted, she then fed back her full report in our full governor body meeting here is some of her comments 
“The SEN policy is available on the school website and is a well written summary both of the school’s offer and its philosophy of supporting each child in their learning according to their needs. Inclusion newsletters from the SENDCO supplement this information, following feedback from the parental survey that some parents would not know what to do if they suspected their child had additional learning needs.”
This term Gaya is monitoring ICT and Simon the behaviour policy and how this is lived throughout the school and in Term 4 we have our whole school development day where all Governors attend and work alongside the teaching team  and we will also be discussing how we re- introduce the Governor Bear Oakley. 
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I know that every day in school really counts, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the importance of good attendance to every child. In your updates the teachers have been adding class attendance, so that everyone is kept up to date and I know on a whole parents are very supportive of this.. There are 190 days in a school year, that leaves 175 days to do what you choose, so let’s make those 190 days really count, what we do today supports our children’s development for the future, not only through education but into the work place.  The attendance is down 1.3% December 24 verses December 23 , however we are just 0.2% above the national average, just a reminder that no holiday is authorised, and every day in school counts. 
[image: ]A big Thank you  FOSS for organising yet another successful Christmas rete, the hard work and dedication behind the scenes is tireless in the run up to the day!!  
It’s been another full packed term and I will everyone a lovely break this February 






We look forward to seeing everyone after half term  




Have Fun !!
Clare Blakemore 
Chair of Governors 
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